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Abstract-

In recent years, the link between human rights and
environmental conservation has grown increasingly obvious.
Environmental harm is frequently exacerbated in countries and
locations where human rights violations occur. Where human
rights are lacking, civil society suffers. Environmental problems
are not properly raised by groups. Association rights, Access to
justice, access to information, and freedom of expression are all
vital for the development of any country. We are all dependent on
the environment in which we live. A safe, clean, healthy, and
sustainable environment is essential for fully exercising a wide
range of human rights, including the rights to life, health, food,
water, and sanitation. We cannot achieve our goals unless we live
in a healthy atmosphere. This chapter explores the relationship
between human rights and the environment.

Keywords- Rights, Environment, Policies, Life, Community
Introduction-

All humans depend on the environment we live in. A safe,
clean, healthy and sustainable environment is indispensable for
the full enjoyment of many human rights, including the rights to
life, health, food, water and sanitation.

The need of a human rights approach to sustainable
development is becoming more widely recognized. This should
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come as no surprise: the protection of human life in terms of life,
health, culture, and living standards is at the heart of any social,
environmental, or economic policy. The right to life cannot be
realized unless the basic right to clean water, air, and land is
recognized. A human rights approach incorporates people's
quality of life, particularly the most vulnerable, into
environmental decision making. Because all humans rely on the
environment in which we live, the right to the environment has
been recognized as a human right. However, depending on each
individual's actions, the right to the environment is classified as a
third-generation human right or solidarity right.

The global community has increased its awareness of the
link between environmental degradation and human rights
violations. The exercise and enjoyment of Human Rights by all
persons is required for full human development. Human Rights
enable us to broaden our innate characteristics, ability, talent, and
scruples in order to satisfy our objectives and religious demands.
Life, livelihoods, culture, and society are important parts of
human subsistence, and ensuring their preservation is a
fundamental human right.

Right to Environment:

The concept of environmental rights or environmental
law is an evolving norm and it is difficult to give it a precise
meaning, because in most legal systems and legal instruments at
the international level, it regulates the right to the environment
with certain standards such as cleanliness and safety, satisfying,
healthy, viable, decent and sustainable. Therefore, it is a set of
interests and needs that a person has in their environment. It refers
to the rights that humans have in environmental matters.

Individuals and groups not only have the right to an
appropriate environment but also have the obligation to protect
and improve the environment. This responsibility concerns not
only other individuals or the communities in which they live, but
also humanity as a whole and even “future generations.”
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In the long evolution of humanity on this planet, a stage
has been reached when thanks to the rapid development of
science and technology, we have the power to transform our
environment in countless ways and at unprecedented speeds
ladder. Humanity's ability to transform its environment, if used
wisely and respectfully with nature, can give every community
the ability to improve life quality. Improper or inconsiderate
application, or unfair application, the same power can cause
immeasurable harm to humans and their environment.

We can see around us more and more following evidences
of human-caused damage in many parts of the world-

a) dangerous levels of water, air, soil and biological pollution;

b) the destruction and depletion of life forms and irreplaceable
natural resources;

¢) major and unwanted disruptions to Earth's climate and
measurements class;

d) blatant shortcomings, harmful to physical, mental and social
health, in human living and working environment, especially
in cities and industrial clusters.

There are a number of established human rights related to
the environment. Environmental rights include substantive rights
(basic rights) and procedural rights (instruments used to obtain
substantive rights).

A) Substantive Rights-

Significant are rights where the environment has a direct
impact on the existence or enjoyment of that right. Substantive
rights include: civil and political rights, such as the right to life,
the right to freedom of association, and the right to non-
discrimination; economic and social rights such as the right to
health, food and an adequate standard of living; cultural rights
such as access to religious sites; and collective rights affected by
environmental degradation, such as the rights of indigenous
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peoples.

B) Procedural Rights-

Procedural rights regulate the formal steps that must be
taken to enforce legal rights. Procedural rights include 3 basic
access rights: access to information, public participation and
access to justice.

Need & Importance of Environmental Rights:

1. The importance of environmental law is essentially a universal
right of respect and understanding of mother nature, echo
systems and wildlife.

2. Environmental laws aim to protect land, air, water and land.
Without these environmental laws, the government would not
be able to punish those who mistreat the environment.

3. The environment is a shared resource. We cannot simply allow
corporations to freely exploit these resources in a way that
impacts all of us, especially today's generation. Everyone is
affected by polluted water, polluted air and toxic waste sites

because it affects us all and we need regulations to protect us
all.

4. Environmental law is an excellent tool to raise awareness about
our rights, health and exploitation of the environment, so that
we can take appropriate action to protect the environment and
ourselves.

Relation between Environmental Protection and Human
Rights:

Our environment refers to the physical environment
around us and the characteristics of the place where we live. It
also refers to the wider natural world including land, sea and
atmosphere. Humans have interacted with their environment
since humans first appeared on Earth. For example, humans have
been cutting down forests for centuries to clear land for farming,
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and in doing so, we have changed the environment. Conversely,
the environment also affects us in different ways. A simple
example is how we change our clothes depending on whether the
weather is cold or hot. In this section, I will present some of the
ways humans impact their environment and how the environment
affects us, both positively and negatively.

Good climate, clean water, fertile land, etc. are those
aspects of the physical environment that allow humans to live and
thrive. However, harsh environments, such as very hot climates,
limited water sources, and poor soil, make it more difficult for
populations to survive. We are also affected by major
environmental events such as earthquakes, floods and droughts
that damage homes, property and agriculture. These can lead to
displacement of people and cause injury, loss of life and
destruction of livelihoods. They can also damage water sources
and pipes, cause water pollution and spread waterborne diseases.

The relationship between human rights and the
environment can be formulated in several ways two main axes.
First, environmental protection can be seen as a means to an end
respect human rights standard. Because physical environment
degradation contributes directly to acts that violate human rights
to life, health and livelihood, to the acts that result Environmental
degradation may constitute an immediate violation of the human
rights are recognized. Create a reliable and effective
environmental protection system Protection will help ensure the
well-being of future generations as well as survival of these
people, often including indigenous or economically
disadvantaged groups, who immediately depend on natural
resources for their livelihood in the second approach, protecting
human rights by law is an effective means to achieve the goal of
preserving and protecting the environment. So, complete the
exercise of a series of first- and second-generation rights shall
constitute a society and a political order in which the demands of
environmental protection are more likely to be respected. A more
ambitious variant of this view says that there exists and must be
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an inalienable human right to a satisfactory environment and
must exist for the consistent and effective enforcement of this
right.

Environment and Related Laws and Policies in India-

Following data is not a complete data but containing most
ofthe key laws and policies related to Environment in India:

1.The Indian ForestAct, 1927:

Law on the development of laws related to forests,
transport of forest products and taxes on timber and other forest
products. Build different types of forests for management and use
management mode.

2.The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960:

The law prevents trespass unnecessary pain or suffering
to the animal.

3. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,
amended 1988:

The Act provides for the prevention and control of water
pollution and maintain or restore water safety.

4. Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, amended 1988:

The law regulates forest conservation and related or
related issues or accessories for it.

5. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1981,
amended 1987:

The law aims to ensure the prevention, control and
reduction of atmospheric pollution.

6. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, amended 1991:

The law provides to protect and improve the environment
and related issues with the following key rules/notices:
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Declared the coastal area as a coastal regulation zone
(CRZ), 1991, revised in 2001 Environmentally friendly product
labeling system (ECOMARK), 1991 Eco-sensitive zones (a
series of notices declaring specific locations) Environmental
impact assessment notification, 1994, revised in 2002.

Regulations on production, use, import, export and
storage of dangerous products. microorganisms Genetically
modified organisms or cells, 1989 Management of hazardous
substances (a series of rules relating to municipal solid waste,
batteries, recycled plastics, chemical accidents, dangerous
microorganisms and genetically modified organisms/cells, toxic
substances, biological medical waste and other hazardous waste).
Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Regulations, 2000

7. The Forest Policy, 1988:

A policy that emphasizes the dual goals of ecology
stability and social justice. Emphasizes the need for stronger
conservation measurements, which emphasizes the symbiotic
relationship between the tribes and other poor people and forests.
It recommends considering local needs as the “first cost.” Forest
products and create space for the participation of forest-
dependent stakeholders & community in forest management.

8. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991, amended 1992:

The law regulates Civil liability insurance aims to
provide immediate relief to person affected by an accident that
occurs while handling a dangerous substance and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

9. Constitution (73" Amendment) Act 1992:

The law empowers panchayat bodies manage local
issues, including environmental resources such as water, land,
agriculture, animal husbandry, social forestry/agriculture, small
forest products and Seafood.
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10. National Conservation Strategy and Policy Statement on
Environment and Development, 1992:

With guidelines for integrating environmental
considerations during the development phase.

11. The National Environment Tribunal Act, 1995:

The law prescribes strict measures liability for damages
due to accidents occurring during any processing hazardous
substances and the establishment of a national environmental
court to effectively and quickly resolve cases arising from such
accidents, with to compensate and compensate for damage
caused to people, property and environment and issues related to
itorrelated toit.

12. Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act 1996:

An Act to extend the 73" Constitutional Amendment to
Scheduled (predominantly tribal) areas, providing ownership or
control over some natural resources such as minor (non-timber)
forest produce.

13. The National Environment Appellate Authority Act,
1997:

The law provides on the establishment of a national
environmental appeal body for hearings calling for restrictions
on the areas in which industries and activities operate or
processes or categories of industries, activities or processes that
will not be transported is done or should be done with certain
environmental protection measures (Protection) Act, 1986 and
matters connected with or connected therewith.

14. The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2002:

AnActto provide for the protection of wild animals, birds
and plants and for matters connected therewith or ancillary or
incidental thereto with a view to ensuring the ecological and
environmental security of the country.
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15. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002:

The law regulates conservation biodiversity, sustainable
use of its components and fairness and equity sharing benefits
arising from the use of biological resources, knowledge and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

16. The Right to Information Act 2005:

An Act to provide the right to information to all citizens
(useful in accessing information regarding environmental
matters, including projects/processes that affect the
environment).

17.Scheduled Tribes (Recognition of Forest Rights) Bill 2005:

A bill to recognize and vest the forest rights and
occupation in forest land in forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes who
have been residing in such forests for generations but whose
rights could not be recorded; to provide for a framework for
recording the forest rights so vested and the nature of evidence
required for such recognition and vesting in respect of forest land.

Conclusion:

Human rights and the environment are closely linked;
human rights cannot be enjoyed without a safe, clean and healthy
environment; and sustainable environmental governance cannot
exist without establishing and respecting human rights. In
conclusion, I can say that to meet the health and environmental
challenge, today and tomorrow, we must think about the
necessary strategic approaches and environmental related
aspects and health must urgently become a national priority, in
terms of policy, resource allocation and focus on the health
aspects of current and future generations.

The study and awareness of environmental law is of great
importance for us and our planet, which is why we must focus on
the environment and the laws related to it.
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